FAQ’S
1. Question:  How is the score determined on the SAT/ACT?  How do you read them?
Answers: The SAT Reasoning Test has three scores: 

· Critical Reading – Possible 800 score
· Math – Possible 800 score
· Writing – Possible 800 score
· Possible 2400 score
      
Most admissions/scholarships emphasize the Critical Reading and Math Score – possible 1600
The ACT Subject Test has 4 subjects:

· English – Possible 36 score

· Math – Possible 36 score

· Science Reasoning – Possible 36 score

· Reading – Possible 36 score

· Composite score – Possible 36

2. Question:  How do I find information about the UT Tyler Nursing degrees?

Answer:  Access the UT Tyler website at:

·  www.utt.edu 

· Go to the link for scholarships

· Go to the link for American Association of Nursing

3. Question:  How do I get applications to Texas A&M for students whose parents make below a certain income per year?

Answer: First of all, check out the financial aid websites in the senior newsletter which is located on the Whitehouse website under “Counselor’s Corner”.  Also check on the Texas A&M website at  www.tamu.edu .  But before applying for any financial aid, you must get a FAFSA pin # and then fill out the FAFSA application online after the first of the year, since it’s based on your income from this year.  The pin # website is www.pin.ed.gov.  and the FAFSA application website is www.FAFSA.ed.gov  .
4. Question:  Is there any help or guidance for filling out the common application?

Answer:  There are websites that provide exams and clarifications about what colleges are wanting to know from the essay prompts.  It also provides a 3 step process for creating a college essay.  Those websites are:  http://www.collegeboard.com/student/apply/essay-skills/index.html  and http://www.quintcareers.com/ 

5.  Q:  Can my son take dual-credit or college level courses in the summer at TJC or in the school year?    

     A:  Students have the opportunity to take Dual Credit for the first time during their Junior

     year with AP English 3/TJC English 1301-1302.  They can take Dual Credit English 4 or 

    Govt or Econ at TJC during the summer after their Junior year. 

6.  Q:  How would a student take summer classes at TJC between Jr. and Sr. years?

     A:   The student would need to pick up a dual enrollment form (signed with all of the necessary signatures), a copy of a transcript and a copy of their test scores from our office in the spring during summer enrollment for TJC.  They would then go to TJC and follow their registration procedures.  (See page 10 of the handout – the same procedure will apply for summer enrollment)

7.  Q:  What is the difference between SAT I & SAT II?   Do both need to be taken if a school requires SAT II?    

     A:  SAT I became the “Reasoning Test” and SATII became the “Subject Tests.”  Contacting the college or university is the best way to clarify which test they require.

8.  Q:  Does having Texas Tomorrow Fund affect scholarship & eligibility?  

     A:  No it does not.

9.  Q:  Will the TAKS scores be back in time for a junior student to know if they are THEA exempt in order for them to take a TJC class this upcoming summer?

      A:  Probably not, but the student may still use their sophomore testing scores.   

10.  Q:  Why do they call it 4 by 4?  

       A:  The four by four references the updated graduation requirements that require four years of math, science, history and English to graduate.  (Four subjects and four years of each = 4 by 4)

11.  Q:  What is a reasonable time frame to expect a teacher to post a grade?
       A:   This tool was added to WISD a couple of years ago to help the communication process between parents, teachers, and students.  This, like any other piece of technology, is great when it is used correctly.   
The district does not have a written policy for a time frame that teachers are required to post their grades except for the end of each six week period.  The High School teachers are required to post grades every 3 weeks due to progress reports and report cards.  However, teachers are aware that the sooner they post their grades, the better/easier it will be for them at the end of each required grading period.


Emailing teachers with concerns of student progress between grading periods is one good way to stay in contact. 
12.  Q:  Can a  Sophomore or Junior take a make up PSAT test this year?

A:  No. The PSAT is set once each year nationally by the College Board.  Each year schools are given the choice of administering the test on a Wednesday or Saturday in mid-October.  WHS chooses the Wednesday date each year to increase the opportunity for the majority of students to take the test.

13. Q:  Can students graduate with both the Distinguished Achievement Plan and 

             Honor Graduate criteria?  Is one better than the other?

       A:  Yes.  The DAP and Honor Graduate are separate honors with separate criteria.

             Students may qualify for either or both if they meet the criteria.  Whether one is 

             better than  the other is completely subjective.
14. Q:  When a student takes a retest for TAKS, are all areas retested or just the 

               ones not passed?

       A:  Students only have to retest the subject(s) in which they did not meet standard.

15. Q:  When is the SAT prep class offered….for what grade levels?

A:  The SAT/ACT prep class is titled: “Reading Applications and Study Skills”.  It is a

      semester Honors level class for  .5 credit for Juniors or Seniors and focuses on 

      the Reading and Writing portions of the SAT or ACT tests.  A brief course 

      description is given on page 19 of the 2009-10 WHS Course Selection Guide.

16. Q:  What is the Career Cruising Account?
A:  www.careercruising.com

Username: whitehouse901


Password:  wildcats

Students can take an interest inventory, search careers, schools, majors, etc.  Students are also able to develop their 4-year high school plan. They can save to “favorites” pages they like to their own secure portfolio.

17. Q:  Please explain the policy regarding the weighting of AP and Dual Credit 

  classes:
        A:  As outlined on page 11 in the 2009-10 WHS Course Selection Guide, grade

  weights shall be assigned to grades for purposes of  class ranking in accordance 
  to the following scale:

· Advanced Placement (AP): 



+10 points per semester

· AP / TJC Dual Credit (classes taken at WHS): 
+10 points per semester

· Dual Credit (Not AP) @ WHS or TJC

+ 5 points per semester

· Pre-AP and Honors




+ 5 points per semester

        The grade weighting for the different types of courses is determined by district policy.  The district has established that courses which follow the more rigorous  AP curriculum should be weighted 10 points as opposed to those dual-credit courses which do not follow the AP curriculum.  
18.    Q:  How long are the SAT and ACT?

         A:  The SAT and ACT take approximately 4.5 to 5 hours total, similar to the THEA.
Unlike the TAKS tests, both of these college admissions tests have specific time  

                limits for each section of the tests.  (Also, the PSAT taken as a Sophomre or Junior

                takes about 3 hours.  It is an actual retired SAT test without the essay.)
19.      Q:  Is there a study guide for the THEA exam?
           A: There are online tools available for THEA test preparation.  They include:

                 www.testpreview.com (study tool)

                 www.thea.nesinc.com  (register for the THEA and take a practice test)
